Four umpire system

This system provides an umpire at every base allowing for the best possible coverage for force or tag plays at each base, or on outfield fly balls.
With the four-umpire system, one of the three base umpires will go to the outfield on each fly ball hit.

· The second base umpire is responsible for the outfield area between the left and right fielder.
He will spend more time in the outfield observing possible trapped balls or balls near the fence which may bounce over (under) or go over on the fly, than he will in making calls at second base.

· The first base umpire is responsible  for all balls hit between the right fielder and the out of play line.

· The third base umpire is responsible for all balls hit between the left fielder and the out of play line.

When any of the umpires go out, the other three revert to a three umpire system of all coverage.

If a base umpire goes out on a play to the outfield, he should stay out until all play has ceased.

If NO umpire goes out
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	P- Trails batter-runner; after releasing B1 rotate to the plate for possible call at home.
U1- Since the ball is through the infield move up the foul line for any call at first base; continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for possible play back into first base.
U2- Buttonhook inside for any call at 2nd base.
U3- Move up the foul line; after releasing the runner bounce inside for possible call back into third base.


No runners on base
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	U1- goes out

P- Trail batter-runner for any call at 1st base. After releasing B1, rotates to the plate for possible call at home.
U2- Buttonhook inside for any call 2nd base.
U3- Move up the foul line and be prepared to bounce inside for possible call at 3rd base.
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	U2- goes out

P- Move down the 3rd base foul line into the holding zone. Be prepared to bounce inside for any call at 3rd base.
U1- Move up the foul line for any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U3- Rotate inside for any call at 2nd base.
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	U3- goes out

P- Move out in front of home plate to follow the ball. Be prepared to move inside for any call at 3rd base. 
U1- Move up the foul line for any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U2- Buttonhook inside for any call at second base.



Runner at First base

	[image: image5.jpg]



	U1- goes out

P- Trail batter-runner for call and tag up at 1st base. After releasing runner, rotate to the plate for possible call at home.
U2- Buttonhook inside for any call at 2nd base.
U3- Move up the foul line and be prepared to bounce inside for possible call at 3rd base.
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	U2- goes out

P- Move down the 3rd base foul line into the holding zone. Be prepared to bounce inside for any call at 3rd base.
U1- Move up the foul line for tag-up and any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U3- Rotate inside for any call at 2nd base
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	U3- goes out

P- Move down the 3rd base foul line into the holding zone. Be prepared to bounce inside for any call at 3rd base.
U1- Move up the foul line for tag-up and any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. After releasing runner, if the plate umpire has moved inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U2- Buttonhook inside for any call at second base.


Runner at Second base

	[image: image8.jpg]



	U1- goes out

P- Come out from behind the plate and move toward 1st to be able to help on any call at 1st base. After releasing B1, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U2- Buttonhook inside for any call at 1st base and tag-up and any call at 2nd base.
U3- Move up the foul line and be prepared to bounce inside for any call at 3rd base.
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	U2- goes out

P- Move down the 3rd base foul line into the holding zone. If the fly ball is caught, move back to the plate for possible play on the lone runner. If the fly ball is not caught, be prepared to bounce inside for any call at 3rd base or move back to the plate for possible call on the lead runner.
U1- Move up the foul line for any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U3- Rotate inside for tag-up at 2nd base. If the fly ball is caught, stay with the lone runner for possible call at 3rd base. If the fly ball is not caught, release the lead runner and pick up the batter-runner for any call at 2nd or 3rd base.
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	U3- goes out

P- Move down the 3rd base foul line into the holding zone. If the fly ball is caught, move back to the plate for possible play on the lone runner. If the fly ball is not caught, be prepared to bounce inside for any call at 3rd base or move back to the plate for possible call on the lead runner.
U1- Move up the foul line for any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U2- Buttonhook inside for tag-up at 2nd base. If the fly ball is caught, stay with the lone runner for possible call at 3rd base. If the fly ball is not caught, release the lead runner and pick up the batter-runner for any call at 2nd or 3rd base.



Runner at Third base
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	U1- goes out

P- Move to holding zone, rotates to the plate for any call at home.
U2- Buttonhook inside. If the fly ball is not caught be prepared for all calls at 1st and 2nd base.
U3- Move up the line for tag up at 3rd base. Be prepared to bounce inside if the fly ball is not caught and there is a play on the last runner at 3rd base.
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	U2- goes out

P- Move down the 3rd base foul line into the holding zone for tag-up at 3rd base. Be prepared to move back to the plate for possible play on the lead runner. If there is no play on the lead runner, be prepared to bounce inside for any call at 3rd base.
U1- Move up the foul line for any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U3- Rotate inside for any call at 2nd base. 
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	U3- goes out

P- Move down the 3rd base foul line into the holding zone for tag-up at 3rd base. Be prepared to move back to the plate for possible play on the lead runner. If there is no play on the lead runner, be prepared to bounce inside for any call at 3rd base.
U1- Move up the foul line for any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U3- Buttonhook inside for any call at 2nd base.


Runner at First and Second base
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	U1- goes out

P- Come out from behind the plate and move toward 1st to be able to help on any call at 1st base. After releasing B1, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U2- Buttonhook inside for tag-up at 1st base and any call at 1st or 2nd base.
U3- Move up the foul line for tag-up at 2nd base. Be prepared to bounce inside for any call at 3rd base.
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	U2- goes out

P- Move down the 3rd base foul line into the holding zone. Be prepared to bounce inside for any call at 3rd base or move back to the plate for possible call on the lead runner.
U1- Move up the foul line for tag-up and any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U3- Rotate inside for tag-up and any call at 2nd base. If the plate umpire moves back to cover play at the plate be prepared to move to 3rd base for second play in the infield.
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	U3- goes out

P- Move down the 3rd base foul line into the holding zone. Be prepared to bounce inside for any call at 3rd base or move back to the plate for possible call on the lead runner.
U1- Move up the foul line for tag-up and any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U2- Buttonhook inside for tag-up and any call at 2nd base. If the plate umpire moves back to cover play at the plate be prepared to move to 3rd base for second play in the infield.



Runner at Second and Third base
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	U1- goes out

P- Move down the third base foul line to be able to help on any call at 1st base. Rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U2- Buttonhook inside for tag-up at 2nd. If the fly ball is not caught be prepared for any call at 1st and 2nd base.
U3- Move up the line for tag up at 3rd base. Release the lead runner and be prepared to bounce inside for any call  at 3rd base.
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	U2- goes out

P- Move down the third base foul line for tag-up at 3rd base. If the fly ball is caught move back to the plate for possible call on the lead runner. If the fly ball is not caught be prepared to bounce inside at 3rd base or move back to the plate for possible call.
U1- Move up the foul line for any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U3- Rotate inside for tag-up at 2nd base. If the fly ball is caught stay with the last runner for possible play into 3rd base. If the fly ball is not caught release runner on 2nd and pick up batter-runner for any call at 2nd or 3rd base.
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	U3- goes out

P- Move down the third base foul line for tag-up at 3rd base. If the fly ball is caught move back to the plate for possible call on the lead runner. If the fly ball is not caught be prepared to bounce inside at 3rd base or move back to the plate for possible call.
U1- Move up the foul line for any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U2- Buttonhook inside for tag-up at 2nd base. If the fly ball is caught stay with the last runner for possible play into 3rd base. If the fly ball is not caught release runner on 2nd and pick up batter-runner for any call at 2nd or 3rd base.



Runner at First and Third base
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	U1- goes out

P- Move down the third base foul line to be able to help on any call at 1st base. Rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U2- Buttonhook inside for tag-up at 1st and play into 2nd base. If the fly ball is not caught be prepared for any call at 1st and 2nd base.
U3- Move up the line for tag up at 3rd base. Release the lead runner and be prepared to bounce inside for any call  at 3rd base.
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	U2- goes out

P- Move down the third base foul line for tag-up at 3rd base. If the fly ball is caught move back to the plate for possible call on the lead runner. If the fly ball is not caught be prepared to bounce inside at 3rd base or move back to the plate for possible call.
U1- Move up the foul line for tag-up and any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U3- Rotate inside for any call at 2nd base. Stay with the last runner for possible play into 3rd base. 
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	U3- goes out

P- Move down the third base foul line for tag-up at 3rd base. If the fly ball is caught move back to the plate for possible call on the lead runner. If the fly ball is not caught be prepared to bounce inside at 3rd base or move back to the plate for possible call.
U1- Move up the foul line for tag-up and any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U3- Buttonhook inside for any call at 2nd base. Stay with the last runner for possible play into 3rd base.



Bases Full
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	U1- goes out

P- Move down the third base foul line to be able to help on any call at 1st base. Rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U2- Buttonhook inside for tag-up at 2nd and 1st and play into 2nd base. If fly ball is not caught be prepared for any call at 1st and 2nd base.
U3- Move up the line for tag up at 3rd base. Release the lead runner and be prepared to bounce inside for any call  at 3rd base.
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	U2- goes out

P- Move down the third base foul line for tag-up at 3rd base. Be prepared to move back to the plate or bounce inside at 3rd base for the first play in the infield.
U1- Move up the foul line for tag-up and any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U3- Rotate inside for tag-up at 2nd and any call at 2nd base. Be prepared to cover 3rd base on second play in the infield. If the fly ball is not caught be prepared for any call at 2nd base and the last runner at 3rd base.
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	U3- goes out

P- Move down the third base foul line for tag-up at 3rd base. Be prepared to move back to the plate or bounce inside at 3rd base for the first play in the infield.
U1- Move up the foul line for tag-up and any call at 1st base. Continue up the line and be prepared to bounce inside for any play back into 1st base. If the plate umpire moves inside at 3rd base, rotate to the plate for any call at home.
U2- Buttonhook inside for tag-up at 2nd and any call at 2nd base. Be prepared to cover 3rd base on second play in the infield. If the fly ball is not caught be prepared for any call at 2nd base and the last runner at 3rd base.
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