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Calls und Signals





3rd Strike
· Regular strike motion with your right arm and call “Strike” only. Do not say “out”, since the ball could be dropped.

Dropped 3rd Strike
· Same as 3rd strike

Swing and Miss
· Only arm motion, no voice.

Foul Tip

· Regular strike motion and call „strike“. Then wipe with your right hand over your left hand.

· Do not call anything but “strike”!

Checked Swing
· If, in the plate umpire’s opinion, it was only a half swing: “BALL – NO, HE DIDN’T GO!”

· If, in the plate umpire’s opinion, it was a swing, point to the plate and say: „YES, HE WENT!“
· If the defense wants you to check with your partner on a ball call, you step out of the slot, point at your partner with your left arm and ask: “DID HE GO?”
The answer is either “YES, HE WENT” combined with an out motion or “NO, HE DIDN’T GO” combined with a safe motion.

· If the base umpire calls it a swing, the plate umpire says: “THEN IT’S A STRIKE” and signals the new count.

· If the batter takes a half swing with two strikes, the plate umpire shall immediately ask for help, unless he calls it a strike anyway.

Interference and Obstruction

· Catcher interference: “THAT’S INTERFERENCE!” Don’t call time, before a possible play is over.

· Catcher interferes with batter or bat before the pitcher delivered the pitch: “TIME!” – there’s no penalty, unless the catcher makes it on purpose and more than once.

· Batter interfering with the catcher’s throw to the pitcher: “TIME!” – there’s no penalty.

· Batter hitting the catcher or his mitt with his back swing: “TIME!” – there’s no penalty, runners return to their bases.

· Offense interference: point at the situation with your right arm and call “THAT’S INTERFERENCE – TIME!” Call the interfering runner out.

· Obstruction: point at the situation with your right arm and call: “THAT’S OBSTRUCTION!” You call time only if a play is made on the obstructed runner or the batter-runner is obstructed before he reached 1st without a fair ball still in the air.

· If there are natural collisions without any penalty, you signal safe twice and say: “THAT’S NOTHING!”
Fair and Foul

· Fair: point into fair territory. Don’t say anything!!!
· Foul: straddle the line, signal time and call “FOUL!” then point into foul territory.

· If a batter, still in the batter’s box, hits a ball at himself, raise your hands and call “FOUL!”.

Fly Balls

· Routine catch: no call at all.

· Trouble catch (below waist, shoe-string catch, diving catch, running catch) step towards the play, signal out and call “THAT’S A CATCH!”
· If the ball is dropped or hits the ground first, step towards the play, signal safe twice and call “NO CATCH, NO CATCH!”
Save and Out
· Safe: stand upright and signal safe with both arms extended. Call „SAFE!“ simultaneously.

· Out: stand upright and signal out with your right arm. Call “OUT!” simultaneously.

· Support a close call with more voice and stepping into it.

· Off the bag: signal safe first, then wave both arms in the direction the fielder was off the base and call “SAFE – OFF THE BAG!”
· Tag play: point to the play with your left arm then signal the out. Call “ON THE TAG – HE’S OUT!”
Balk

· Generally, you expect a balk with every move of a pitcher. He must convince you that his moves are legal. Otherwise, you will be caught off balance.

· Does a pitcher commit a balk, you point at him with your right arm and call: “THAT’S A BALK!”
· If he doesn’t throw the ball, you call “TIME”, point at him again and repeat, “THAT’S A BALK!” Then you award the bases to the runners.

· If the pitcher either pitches the ball or makes a pick-off, you let the play happen. If the batter reaches 1st base and every runner advanced at least one base, the balk is nullified. If not, you call “TIME” point to the pitcher again and repeat “THAT’S A BALK!”. Then you award the bases.
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