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An Umpire’s Day





The Umpire’s duties begin a day prior to the game!

· Check www.spielplan.ch for possible changes in the schedule, game time and location.

· If you need directions to the field, check the home team’s home page or call the team manager. You can find his contact information on www.spielplan.ch.

· If you don’t use your own equipment, make sure to contact the one responsible in your club.

· The umpire report can be downloaded on www.swiss-baseball.ch and filled out in advance.

Game Day

Prior to the game

· Be there at least 45 minutes before game time and change before you contact club members.

· Talk to your partner about signals and behavior in trouble situations.

· One umpire checks the licenses of each team. You are looking for the league, foreign players, BBCH and BBCHP. If there is a license missing, the player should have a photo ID.

· The other umpire takes care of the game balls rubbing them with sand.

· Then you walk the field looking for holes in the fences, loose bases and lines.

· Five minutes before game time you meet the coaches at home plate. There are only coaches allowed! First you accept two lineups from the home team and then the two of the guest team. You compare the lineups and point out the pitchers and DHs to the coaches. If everything is correct, you give a copy to each coach. Now you are ready for the ground rules.

During the game

· You and your partner signal the number of outs and pssible infield fly situations after every play. The plate umpire signals the count regularely.

· The plate umpire takes the changes and relays them to the scorer and the opposite coach.

· The base umpire keeps track of the runs scored.

· Make sure that the changes don’t take too long and don’t grant every time request.

· You make sure that both teams obey the guidelines given by the federation and the official baseball rules. All players and coaches shall wear the proper uniform at all times and stay in their bench areas. Don’t tolerate any tobacco products, alcohol or any illegal drugs.

· Meet your partner between innings only to discuss a problem that occurred in the game. You have other responsibilities.

· If a coach protests a call, he shall give you the exact reason for the protest. Take notes and repeat it to the coach. After that, you confer with your partner and discuss the issue. If you hold up your decision, inform the scorer about the protest.

· If a player is ejected, you don’t wait to resume play until he has left the park – but you don’t let him stay anywhere close to the playing field or the dugout.

After the game

· You copy the runs onto the report and give it to the scorer to sing.

· Remarks, protests, complaints, ejections, missing fences or lines etc. shall be put on the report.

· Discuss the game with your partner and give each other a feedback.

· Ejections must be reported to the technical commission the same day. 

· Report the score to the phone number listed on the umpire report no later than Sunday, 8 pm.

· Send in the umpire report and the scoring sheets within 48 hours (A-mail).

· If there are any questions about rules or situations during the game, contact the umpire commission.

Communication
· Before you call “Play”, check with your base umpire to make sure, he is ready as well.

· Signal the number of outs after every play and batter.

· If an umpire doesn’t know the number of outs, he signals it to his colleague with his hand pumping.

· The plate umpire signals the count regularly. Especially, after every foul ball or time call.

· If, as a base umpire, you are not sure about the count, tab your thigh with your right hand.

· Infield fly situation: right fist in front of left chest.

· If the infield fly situation is over, wipe down your left arm.

· Time play situation: signal two outs and point to the home plate.

· If the plate umpire follows a batter-runner to either base, he shall stay there until the base umpire comes back and takes over.

· If the base umpire covers a play in the outfield, if it’s not clear who’s fair/foul or catch/no catch decision it is or if any umpire takes responsibility for a call at his partner’s base, he shall communicate it.
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