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Plate Meeting





Five minutes prior to game time the umpires meet the official coaches at the home plate. It is important for the umpires to take charge at the plate meeting.

The tone is polite. Don’t fraternize with the coaches. The plate umpire shall concentrate on his work.

Course of the plate meeting

1. The plate umpire takes the home team’s line-up first and then the visiting line-up. With receiving the home line-up the plate umpire is in control of the playing field.

2. The plate umpire carefully checks each line-up card and looks for obvious mistakes. He mentions whether a DH is used or not and who the starting pitcher is.

3. Hold the line-ups next to each other to compare them. Look for obvious mistakes such as two players on the same defensive position, missing license numbers etc. Now is the right time to correct those mistakes.

4. The two coaches receive the opponent’s line-up. This establishes the batting order. From now on, any change is an official substitution. Make a mark on a corner of the original line-ups and keep them.

5. The plate umpire explains the ground rules. According to the rulebook, it’s the home coach who explains the ground rules, but this is a good way to take charge as umpires. Especially, since the ground rules on our fields are well known.

Start with the backstop and go around the field, mentioning everything necessary like equipment on the playing field, out of play lines, trees, ground rule double sections, holes in the fences etc.

6. The plate umpire asks the coaches if there were any questions and if not, let the game begin.
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